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Aſſerted and Declared, the Grear 
Honour which is put upon the Law 
- of GOD, - in, tho Gofpel way of 
JUSTIFICATION by Faith alone. 


Being 


The oubſtance of A 


SERMON 


Preached on the Le&ure at 
Boſton, Seprempber 20. £694. . 


By SAMUEL WILLARD, 
Teacher of a | Church there. | 
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Math. . 17. Think not that 1 ani Come to 
deftroy the Law or the Prophets ; 1 
" ami not come to deſtroy; but folf.- 
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Chriſtian Readers: 


& HE Caſe handled in the following Diſ- 


courſe rs of as great Mement as lmiſe 

%Y thins | that 1 know of ; A rg-f uns 
® 25 Pnnding of this Truth ts necc/lary, & 
the dif putes of the Preſet times call tmto a more 
accurate and diſtinct enquiry into it: The danger 
x oreat, 7Tviiles 6h = gr erence of hcnouring free 


Grace, deſpiſe ive Command, and open a docy of 


L.icentior: ſreſs ; and others to avoid this,” werge as 
mech ta the Contrary extrearm; and brins mn a 
New-Covearnt of Works : "the ems a due diſ- 
tance between bith of theſe 3s a Chriſt taits wiſdom: 


Wi vich 2s aone, when we give ta the LAW what is 


it's due, and to GR ACE that which belongs fo Ft. 
If what zs bere « Jerva, may Contrivite any thing 


fo the Infar 372: 120%, r Effabliſ; IHE ent of any fo as 


fo belp ivem t9 Fs Pred, between theſe Ricks ; 
the Publication of z ilk not be un; ealunable ; : 


which that it may, I C7212 end it is rhe Divins 


Bleſſing, | 
who am; 


Your Servant for CHRISFT*S ſake, 
S. WILLARD. 
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| Rom. g. 2T, 


:| Do we then make the Law woid. through Faith 2 | 
| God forbid ? Yea, we Eſtabliſh the Law.. {| 


| 


5 *UHE Principal Scope of the” De&rinal 
- part of this Epi/tle, is to atlert, prove, 
; gnd vindicate the great Article of the 
; 


Chriſtian Religion, Viz. Teſtification 
by Faith in Teſus Chriſt ; in Oppoſition to the 
Heterodox Doctrine of. Juſtification by the 
vorks of the Law : Though, in the proſecution 
YFf this, the other Fundamentals of tlic Goſpel 
re excellently introduced and handled. Among 
ther things he removes thoſe blocks out of the }f| | 
way,at which men were apt to ſtumble, by an- ||| | 
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4 The Law Eſtabliſhed ; 
ſwering of thoſe Objections that ſeemed to caſt 
Reflexion on this Truth, and were accordingly 
11mproved by the fallz Teachers to Calumniate it 
withall, thereby to prejudice the newly Conver- 
ed Chriſtjans at it. One of theſe Cavils .our 
Apoſtle obviates in our Text ; where it is briefly 
prapoled and replied unto. The queſtion he 
ftarts 15, Do we then make the Law woid through 
Faith ? The great offenſe which the Jews took 
at Chriſt and his Evangelical Dodarine, was an 
Qpinion they had jmbibed, that ic was ſubver- 
five of the Law, under which they were born 
and Educated, and this they were not able ta 
bear : and becauſe they expected, according to 
the received erroneous Opinion that had then 
otten footing among them, their '7u/?ificaticy by 
; the works of the Law perſonally performed, 
they could not endure to hear of Juſtification 
by Faith alone in Chrilt, becauſe ic did direct- 
ly militate againft that Tenent : tor which cauſe 
they reſolutely rejected Chriſt, and bitterly Per- 
ſecuted- his followers. Hereupon, many Judaiz- 
ing Chriſtians, partly in a miſtaken zeal, for 
want of a right underſtanding of this point, 
partly to avoid Perſecution, which was raiſed prin- 
Cipally on this account, were very much unſetled 
in reſpect of this Article. From' hence the falſe 
Teachers took Occafion to inſinuate their Per- 
nicious Doctrines, tending to the ſubverſion © 
the Goſpel, and grievous Scandalizing of the A 
a No poltles 


by the Goſpel. ; 


poſHes, not only among the Jews, but the Ger 
tiles to0,as Paul makes his ata in the Ep: ſth 
to the Galatians He cherefore {tarts the queſtion 
that {9 he may reply upon it, 2nd remove the 
Scandal with which the Doctrine of Juſtification 
had been injuriouſly aſperſed. The word herg 
Tranſlated to make word, lignifies to render | 
thing ide, unprofitoble, vain, or of no uſe 5 anc 
this muſt needs he an heavy char ge, it rue, witl 
reſpect to the Law which was given by GoG 
Himſelf unto men, and muſt carry in it an high 
reflection upon bis both Wiſdom and Goodneſs] 
in bringing man-kind under a Law that is vain 
and unprofitable. Our Apoſtle theretore nel 
a double reply to it. ( 1. ) By way of great} 
eſt rn hc 2-1 God forbid : 1n the Greek, it 15 
Let it not be ; - and j is atftirmed to be an uſnal form 
of ſpeech then in cuſtome, by which men wer] 
wont to expreſs their abhorr ence of a thing at 
molt vile, and accounting it moſt injurious to be | 
charged with ic. 9. 4. I deteſt the yery mentior] 
of {ach a thing, and look upon it to he no | 
than Blaſphemy. ( 2. ) By at ICrtzng the con} 
trary to. this as a Truth, Nea,we eſtabliſh the La? | | 
The Greek word ſignifies to make a thing fo I | 
To ratify or confirm it, FO ſet it upen its bal; g:2 . F, 
we give the Law he greateft honour that Lo | 
be. The only thing here to be enquired alter} | 
15, what Law the Apoſtl> intends in our Text |þ | 
and out of doubt one ho theſe two mult <Y | 
F, GOLD NR by 
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t 5 — The Law Cſiablifhed 
>e defigned, Viz. either the Moral Law, or elle 
he AMeſaical Padagogy, in which there were ad- 
oyned to the Law Moral, the Ceremonial ard 
he Fudicial, which was given by God to the 
Nation of 1{rael, to be obſerved by them. In 
which latter fence Paul moſt frequently uſeth 
t 10 Þt> Epiſtſes,though ſometimes with a more 
narticular aim at the oral, and elſe where a 
he Ceremonial part of it : and it may without 
langer be thus underſtood in our Text ; though 
| ſhall have a more eſpecial reſpet to that 
which is Moral in the tollowing Diſcourſe : 
ad we may hence Obſerve this, 


DOCTRINE. 


Che Docrine of Juitiſication by Faith 
in -Chriſi, doth not make void the 
Law of Bod, but Eſtabliſh 1t. 


' This Obſer vation is not a meer ly Theoretical 
int ; for indzcd there are no ſuch in Divini- 
v ; but highly pracucal, the right ordering of 
wr Convertation being very eminently con- 
terned init. Nor is the Calumny at an end, 
Juc the clamovr {tj1] continues, and inveRives 
rom time to time ſpread abroad againſt us,as if, 
jecauſe we are not profeiledly Arminians, we 
 nuſt needs therefore be A4ntinemians ; or as if 
ve aidcaſt great contempt upon the Command, 
(Y! _ be: 


by the Bolyel. 

becauiz we deny our Obedience to it to havd 
any ingredency into our fuſtification: and there] 
by open a door not of Gofpet Liberty, bur to all 

manner ot Lz entiouſneſs ; and not only oIVE ment 
teave, but ofier them the greatelt encourage} 
ment to hve as they liſt. Nor 1s it Its on th 
other ſid2, as if becauſe we give to the Law ut 

Authority and uſctulneſs in Goſpel times, wel 
went about to undermine the Goſpel, and bring 
t£1c Children of God under a Yoke of bondage| 
trom which Chri/f hath freed them: tor the re- 
moval of both cheſe, and clzaring up of the Goſ-| 
pel Truth 1n this ref "ect, rhere may this Caſe| 
ot Conſcience be briefly diſcuſſed, Viz. 


Queſt. Wherein the Doftrine of fuſtificatun | 


Faith alone doth Eſtabliſh the Law * | 


| 
Anſ. In the refolution of this, I ſhall briefly | 
paſs over the Conſideration of che Pedagogy of | 
AM ſes;in winch the Cerimonial Law was added 
to the Moral : Ot the Abrogation of which Pe-. | 
dagogy, with reipect to the Ceremonial part of it, | 
E know nat that there 15 now any drpute a- 
mong urd2ritanding Chriſtians ; the Goſpel be-.' 
1ng fo full and clear in the aiſert ung and'proving | | 
ol it. Yet notwithftanding, the Dodtrine of. | | 
Juſtification by Faith in Chrilt, doth in no- wiſe || | 
declare that to have been a vain Law, and of |} 
none effect ; bur acknowledgeth to it che whole || tl! 
honour || 


| 


- © 


: 8 , The Law Eſtabliſhed 
honour that God hath put upon it. We read 
fin, Rows. 10.4. Chriſt zs the end of the Law, fer 


(Righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth ; and this 


1reters to the Law given by Meſes ; from whence 
' \we infer,That that Law had a proper aim-at Criſt ; 
and Fuſtification through his Righteouſneſs, by faith 
(i him. Chiilt was Gite&tly and intentionally 
the deſign of it. It was given on purpoſe to' 
JECint out a C7IRIST to his Peopte. As foon 
q as mans Apeſfsſy had brought him into a necef{- 
{ fity of a Saviour, wichout whom he muſt periſh 
, tor ever ; there was a Gracious diſ:overy made 
, of one to rallen man, in that Precious Promiſe, 
' Gen. 4 15. Bnt there was a long tract of time to 
paſs berween the Promile of this Saviour, and 
h1s coning in the fleſh to accomplrſh the work 
he was detigned for - and leaft this hope deferred 
ſhould make them to fair, God would that his 


' Peopke ſhould, in the mean time;have ſomething. 


| to ſhadow , him out tothem, for the help of 
|. their Faith, and among other means; this Law 
|, was one. Fr was therefore unto them # wailed 
5 Goſpel , in 2hich the Per{on, Natures, Ofjices, and 
iþ Work of Chriſt were repreſented. Here then Tet us 
Obſerve. | | 
1. That Law was to ſhe thens their abſolute 
: weed of an Expiatory Sacrifice to take away the guilt 
of {im from them. It was to convince thenrv ot fin; 
+ Hence we read, Heb.10.3. In theſe Sacrifices there 
\ * @ remembrance of ſms. There were OY in 
| 1at 
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F” by the Goſpel: . 9] 
that Law many Ceremonial uncleannefles by a || 
poſiive, Command, added unto ſuch as were itt | 
themlelves Mors!;, which was to.give them 'S| 
deeper Conviction of fin : and this Law recuir- | 
ing an Offering upon..che breach of any Precept | 
Moral or Ceremonial, under a ſevere threatning } 
of being cut off from their People; in caſs of the | 
Omiffion, told themm,thart the wrath of God cer- 
tainly abode on them, except they obtained art | 
Intereft in; and applied themſclves accordingly | 
unto another who might make an Mtoneaeay | 


CO * 


vhto God for them. Te faid that they cou 
hot fatisfy the Juſtice of God for their own fins, | 
fo as to obtain a diſcharge from the guilt . of | 
them, by any righteouſneſs of their own, bar | 
muſt have a Sacrifice to do it for them, «fe. fhe l 
Condemnation muft abide .tpon then. ,The | 
Sacrifice was to' be preſented, their fins muft be | 
faid on the head of it, they muſt be confeſſed. | 
over it, it muſt th&n. be ſlain, ahd its ,blood || | 
ſprinkt:d ant powred out, an& we are told Heb. || 
9.22. Without fhedding of blood theye i no remiſſicn. 

2. It was alfo to give them good hops of obtain- 
ing pardoti through the. offering Lg enother. It was 
fo enconrage them nor to deſpair of Pardon of 
fin, and peace with God, notwithſtanding the' 
guilt of fin,” and ſence of Gods wrath lying hea- 
vy upon ther. "The Moral Law was given with 

bundrings and Lightnings very terribly ; but the 
aw of Sgcrifices came in to relicys them againit 
—_ TS oft 


_—_ 


To Che, Yaw Eſtvbliſfed 
thoſe amazing tcrrors : It tcld th:m indeed that 
their hope Was not, could not be in any righte- 
ouſneis of their own ; it had a direct aim at 
driving them out of themſelves, and letting them 
know that 1}. ever they were pardoned, it muſt 
be 1n the vertue and efficacy of the Sacrifice that 
was offcrcd tor them ; but it gave them all en- 
bot to lock for it in that way : it faid 
nat God had found out a way in which they 
ie it efcape his wrath ; that he had provided 
a Ran{om tor them, that they necd not die : we 
ſhall find that whatever Confeflions ths y made 
of their ſins, and what ever repentance they 
reitified, there muſt he a Sacrifice added rher eto, 
and it was upon that, and not before 1t or with- 
out it thar God accepred of them, and witneſ\- 
ſed to his forgiving them. We therefore find, 
that when God appointed the Sacrifice for this 
or that Tranſgreftion, he annexeth the promile 
* of pardon to the pertormance of chele rites ; that 
then is the burden of all, Lev 4.26,--- 31-- ul. & 
5.10,14,16,18. And it ſpall be forgiven them I his 
was to CONVINCe m2n of there own inability te 
make ſatisfaction to God for ſin, of the indiſ: 
pentMle necefhity of ſuch a Satizfaction ; and 
withall ro tel] them, that there was {ach n cCne 
provided tor them. 
That the 1hile wertne of all this flowed from 
Ch, \f. It was not any innate vertue in the Ce 
remonies and Sacritices themſelves that did ok 
ono 
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by tie Goſpel. II| 


tho who uſed thera : they had no ſaving ver-] 


tu?, exopere operate, they that ny relied on} 
them, and looked no turther ior their help, Of-| | 
fered vain Oblations ; and.on that account tou io! 


S 4 


often, in the Prop! iets, blows upon their Sacrifh, 
ces: They aid not of themſ.ves purge away [fr 
or remove the guilt of it ; tor it was not 1n chem 
ſo to do; they had not that in them which 
could appeaſe the Juſtice of God, or anſwer the 
ſentence of the Law which was out agginit fin. 


Heb. 10.1. The Law can never with theſe Facrifces 
make the ccxers thereto perfect, And Verſe 4. 1t ws, 


z0t peſſible that the blood of bulls and of geats ſhould 
take away ſms ; and Chap. 99. Were offered bith 


— 


; 
il 
i 


gifts aud (acri 45, that He 3 ed ahe him that did j 
.> If 


the ſervice perfeet, as pertaining to the Conſcience. All | 
the vertue in them then was, as they wete Or- 


dinances of God,and had a reference to him: hae! 


was to come, whom they<c1.i repreſent,and were 
dark ſignes of ; for this reaſon, they.thar offered | 
t-em were to exerciſe faich on him,chat fo = || 
might become influential aſter a Sacramenral | 
main ; upon which account they are called :he 


ſhadow of things to come, Heb.10.1. And Cl: 1it was l 


| 


the ſubſtance”: their whel2 Eflicacy dep« enacd” 
upon his inſticuction and bl-{{ing. 

4: Hence, by belie "VINg on Chriſt alone for Fuſti- 
fication, the aim and end of that Law & attained. 
For this was the very ukimate Scope and ceſign | 


of it. God gave 1c to his People for the time |: 
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| | 


| 
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Fj? Ty? Law ENtabityed 
\meerly with an eye to this : and they,and onel 
ply who were by it helped to and in the Faith 
o! Chriſt, comphed with the mind of God in it. 
Naw,becauſe thar Law was only to ſerve to this 
end and purpoſe, till Chriſt hjmſelf ſhould come 
*n the fleſh,and gittr up the real Sacrifice for the 
appealing of Gods anger,whereof theſe were but 
the 'Types and Repreſencations ; hence, though 
this Law be now Jaid aſide, as being of no fur- 
ther Service for the People of God, yet it is 
wich an honourable remembrance of it,as having 
= an exccllent inſtrument in the hand of the 


piit of God,tor the Salvation of QId Tet ament 
believers by jelus Chriit. Though ſince he hath 
taken away ti:e Yazl, it be now antiquated, and 
becauſe the Sun is riſen, the ſhadows are fled ; 
and' there bcjng no- need of any more repreſen- 
tucive offe1 ings, ſince he tath offered up that 
which 1s the 'fubſtance fg them ; which 1s eyery 
way fufficj:nt for our Salvation ; yet it till re- 
tains the m-mory of having once been a preci- 


8 « vt 


ous Ordinance of God. * 


Bur I paſs from this to the Conſideration of 
the L-w Moral; which was given to man at the 
beginning, as ſoon as God had Creared him, to 
be a Rule of Righteouſneſs unto him ; and ac 
corcing as he behaved himſelf rowards it,by O 
ne or Diſobedience, fo was he'to ſtand o 

all : and chat which is here to be made evident 
i 


i 


| 
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by the Gofpel. 8] 
is, Chat the Docrine of Evangelical Juſtif;=| 
cation 1g ſo far from vacating this Taw,that| 
j deferg to it the greateſt honour that can] 
be thought of ; And whiles we deny our works]! 
at the beſt, whether of Moralicy, or of true] 
Sancification to have any ingrediency into Oy 
Juſtificacion hetore God, we are ſo far from un: 
dervaluing the Law herein, that we do indeed! 
acknowledge it in its dignity : yea that in nq 
way do we undcervalue the Law,but acknowledge 
it wich all jrs due reſpe&. For the mare diſtinct] 
clearing up of this Ailertion,and thereby giving | 
a fatisfavry reſolution of the caſe in hand, ler! 
us Obſerve,that there z a threefcld uſefulneſs of the! 
Law Moral, two whereof relate ty pan under | 
the Conſjderation of that Relatzon which he| 
are to the Special Government of God at the firlt, ſi 
and when he was in his uprightne{s ; the other. 
hach reſpe& to him Lonſidered asin his Apaſtate 
condition, and we ſhall find all theſe to be rat-|| 
fied and eſtabliſhed by the Dot#rine of Goſpel Fuſts-| 
fication by Faith, and that which is acknowledged 
to be uſetull, is not made in vain : yanity is thel 
the loiſe of the end wich a thing is deſigned} 
tor, but the Law artains all its ends 1n this way. 
Let us then take the account of them, and how} 
they are hereby complied withall. | 
1. The Law was at firſt given to man in a Co-| 
venant way with its Santticns. God nor only gave 
it to be mans Rale, of which we may take cotice | 
B 3 anon 
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{ anon ; but alſo to be the Rule of his o2vn Relative 
| Tuſtice, in his proceeding with man, in his Go- 
' vernment Over him. It was therefore the Law 
| of Special Government : and that it might be a- 
| dapted to this purpoſe, there was annexed to it, 
a promiſe-of a conſtant life of hap;1n2fs in caſe 
. of mans perte& Obedience to 1t ; and a threat- 
\ ning of all miſeries on the fuppoiai of his diſo- 
beying it: and accordingly there was a double 
| Sacrament added in the Ratihcation of ic, Viz. 
The tree of Life, and of Knowledge, theie were ſet 
as Seals to the Covenant, to ſignity that God 
would undoubtedly ſtand to the terms of it ; 
that he was in carneſt, and had obliged himſelf 
to ſee to the accompliſhment of the terms of it. 
Now the Dodtriae of Juſtification by Faith fully 
 Anfwers this end of the, Law .to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of it, as will be manifeſt by the following 
Concluſions. 
I. That fallen man hath by ſin forfeited the good 
of the promiſe, and procured to himſelf the ewil of 
E1:; threatning . 19 the firſt Co venant. The lite that 
' was therein promitcd was engaged to perfect 
' Obedience to the whole Law, but man hath not 
| obeyed at all, and on that account his claim to 
life is gone ; he can make no challenge at all of 
ic, the threatned dcath was againſt all difobedt- 
ence, even the leaſt detect in the perio: mance of 
ic therein required ; and he hath diſobeyed,and 
' on that account 15 fallenunder the cfiicacy of the 
threatning. 
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by the Goſpel, IF] 

threatning. Hereupon, for fallen man to be || 
perſonally under the.Law, and under the Curie | 
of it are inſeparable, Gal.3.10. Whoſoever z of the | 
w:rks of the Law, # under the Curſe. And this | 
is the true ſtate of every one of Adams Poſteri- 
ty as they come into the World, and as long as{ 
chey abide in their natural ftate, and now the || 
Juſtice of God ſtands armed againſt them with | 
vengeance, *and is ready to fall upon them, and | 
execute on them all that wrath unto which they | 
are lentenced by the Law. | 
2.. Hence there w a double Righteouſneſs requiſite | 
for the Juſtification of fallen man. "There are two I 
things requiſite for the entire 7=/tification of one || 
who ſtands upon his trial, Viz. The acquittance of | 
him frem Condemmation, and the declaring of tim to || 
be a Righteous Perſon ; that fo he may both ef- | 
cape the milery he was in hazard of, and be ine || 
veſted wich happineſs according to the Law : || 
and in the declaration of both theſe,the Law of |} 
Righteouſneſs muſt be regarded, otherwiſe the | 
ſentence cannot be righteous ; to this end there | 
mult be a perfe&t ative Obedience to it, every | 
way Commenſurate to all the Commands of it, |} 
or elſe he 15 not righteous : and there muſt be | 
a full Satisfaction given for all the Offenſe that | 
hath been given by any Prevarication or depar- | 
ture irom it, elſe he remains under the Con- | 
demnation of it : and it there be not both of |} 
thels tound for him, and-belonging to him, be- | 
R ed ore oh. tore, 
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36 he Law Eſtabliſhed | 
'fors, of in order to his being Juſtified, the Law 
15 ſuperfeded, and trampled upon ; ic is ncegte&t- 


| uſtice would ſuffer; which it ought not to do. 
' We ſhall therefore find both of theſe put toge- 
ther, Rom.3.26. That he ay be juſt, and the yuſtt- 
 fier of him that pelieveth in Fefus Chriſt. 


| That fallen tian cannot perſonally anſwer 
#ther of theſe tio, much leſs both, He cannot 
periorm, for the fature chat perie& Obedience 
wiuch is required by the Corrmand ; and this 
| by reafon of the I otency, and the Emnmit y that 
he 1s under the facy of. He hath Toft all 
his ſtrength, and is not now able to perform a- 
' hy one duty as it ought to be done; ahd there- 
fore is faid to be without ſtrength, Rom. 5.6. which 


ftate. He & alto acted by a Spiritof malignity 
againſt the Law, Row.8.7. The carnal mind ﬆ en- 
 Pitty apainff God : for tt & not ſubfeft to the Law 
' if God, neither indeed can be : and although in 
' Converſion the man Bi renewed again, yet it is 
. Bur in part,and he hath not atrained to be ſin- 
fs; nor ever willin thi life 5 r_ Fob.r.8. If we 
' fey we are without foi, we lie, and rhe truth & not 
#1 us. Sd that if the beſt Zuties' of the: moſt ho- 
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ed and fo made void, which-muſt trot be; tor fo 


ts the. condition of every man in his natura}t 


I mecr man upon! earth, ſhould be.accepred'tor 
his Juſtification, the Law ruſt fo far depart 
| From its 1igour,-as to abate him theſe great im 
"Ivy  periections 
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by the Goſnel, 17 
perfeRions that it allows nor ; and thus ir muſt. 
not do, for, Matt.5.1g8. Til! heaven and earth paſs, | 


one jot or rittle Dal no wiſe paſs from the Law, 


till all be fulfilled. Nor yer can he make S: ths- 


faction to the Juſtice of God tor 1:13 fin, the we'ty } 


whereof he hach contracted to himtc If not by 
his a&ive Obedience to the Law, in as much as he 
carinot come up to, much kets can he ever &6 
that which the Law requires, be hides, the tranſ- | 
greſſion of the Law 1s mot ſatisfied for by deing , but 
| 5; /uffering. Not by paſſive Obedience, or undef 

. | going the penalties denounced, becauſe fin þs s- 
gainſt an Infinite Objet,and hence eternal futtst- 


| becauſe the ſufferings of a mezr Creature are not 
L | {ufficient to diſcharge the debt : otherwiſe, E- 


merit, for the Son of God undertook ir,diicharg- 
| ed by and is delivered from ir. 


W That fanh im Teſus Chri/? fally an{wers all 


I bf Rightoouſi:e(s thus Yequiz wed 1” the Law of o 
S | We read, Rom? 21,22, The Righteouſneſs, of G od 
# ws the F # A *w manijeſted, a {be BY reonſe 


E | neſs of God which 75 by fauh in Fefus Chxijc , unty | 


| all, and upon all that believe. juſtice in this 
| way hath all the Satisfaction eg it doth or cars 
T | demand, whiles the Grace of God is wit! all ex- 


| 


ings are In rhe threaining, according to the Lafr- || 
guage of the word of God : and the reaſon is 


ternity of the duration # not Fſjeritial to the puniſh | 


rt] ated in the Juſtifying of a ſinner, according tr, || 
vs Plal. 85. 0. Aercy and Truth are m#zy#t Fogetier, | 
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18 The Law Eſtabliſhed 
righteonfreſs and pe..ce have kiſſed eacy other. 

Thi: may be opened and confirmed in theſe 
four Concluſions. p 


I. That the rightecuſne[s of Chrift fly anſwers 
[#%e Law im its dexaands. He hath fulfilled all righ- 
"rectiſzeſs, tor he tells us that it bekyoved him fo 
to do, Matt.z.15. Upon ts account ne 15 called 
| Teſs the Kighterus, 1 fob 22. He was 1n his 
Incarnation 1ade unitr the Law, to that end that 
{he might be capaihle of paying all rnat Obedt- 
[EN-C tO 1t Wht-h it required, Gal. 4.4. He there: 
fore not only ailumcd an tiumane nature, bat 
the ſeed of Abrabam, Heb. 2.16. 4. e. tle became 
ONe of tie itock or linzage who were concerned 
1n the {irit Covenant, and unto whom the Law 
Of lt cri exiend : and 1n this nature thus Con - 
fidered 1a he pay a doubls Obceotence to the 
[Law under the which he bad ſubmitted him- 
Alt; and both of them were compleat. In his 
Pr ive Obedience he did whathu e: the Lav re- 
| Git od, he bad no Spur of Oriz mal ſm 10 him, 
nor bad Þc any Blew LPCHN F111, conracted 
by {end /m; be therefore Tully plraſed bis Fa- 
tlc i evilly thing ; wich he not only atteited 
to wi-en ne entred upon Fs Publick Miniſtry at 
{Lis Bapeſcu, Alt 4 17. But allo in His Transfs- 
LE prer th 1, When is was at the later end of it, 


have a ctiaracter given of him, Heo. 7. 26. Holy, 


| Harmleſs, 
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and ready to lay dawn 11 lite, Chap. 17.5. We 'Þ 


by the Goſpel. Iq 
Harmleſs, Undefiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and he 
an{wered it 1n all reſpects, tor He did no fin, net\| 
ther was guile found in his mouth, 1 Pet.2. 22.And| 
in his Paſſive Obedience, he ſuffered whatfoever| 
Juſtice denounced againſt man tor fin 5; he un} 
derwent the whole eilence of the puniſhment 
which the Law had Ordaincd ; be bare the 
wrath of God, he was ade a curſe, Gal. 3. 134) 
He made his Soul. a Sa: rifzce fer ſir, Tſa.53.10. Noo 
in theſe two, he compleatly antwered all the} 
demands of the Law. 


2. That this Righieouſneſs of Chriſt was not for, 
Himſelf but his People. He did not accompith 
it on his own perſonal account,but in their ftcad.! 
We read, Dan. g. 26. Meſſiah ſhall. be cut off, but| 
not for himle f. And che Prophet fully Obſervesh 

t 1at all chat he went through was witn regard} 
to us, 1, Jai. 53. He hath born our grif5, and) 
carried eur ſori629;, Verie, 3. He was winded for 
our Tranſgreſſuons, Cc. Ver ie, 5. By his knowledge 
ſhall my righteous Servant Juſtify many : for he l 
ſhall 5 their miquities, Veils, 11. As for Is 
Adttive Ovedience, although, bcing a man and! 
under the Law, humane Oh-dicnce was Gus toll 
it from kim ;; and indeed, if he had not been} 
ſo, he cuult nor have anſwered the Law :; ycr| 
the Manhood of Chriſt was not a diftin& Ver-|| 
ſon from his Godhead, in which ke diifered | 
Irom other men,but 1t was the Manhood of the l 


Ga: Son | 
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| Son of God the ſecond Perton in the facred Tri- 
Imjry, and was accordingly twallowed up in bis 


; AP 


Perſon, who owed no Obedicnce to the Law, as 
being above it ; nor to take a nature upon him 

$n which he mighe ſo obey ; he therefore did 

ic jn oip {tead, who were not able to do it for 
Jour {-lves. And asto his Paſſt ve Obedience, He 
could not d-{erve to ſafter the wrath of God, 
as the penalty ot the Law, in a way of Juſtice, 
upon bis own account : for that pronounceth 
the threatning againit none but delinquents or 

tranfgreitors ; but = having neither Original 
ſi2,nor Actual cranſereflion wherewich he might 
þe charged ; yea, having actually Obeycd, and 
thereby compleatly aniwered the condition of 
the Covenant proiit:, fo the reward of Lite 
| was gue to hiin, and then he could not deierve 
£0 futer Upon 115 own fſcorc ; tor, tor the ſame 
Perfon on his own account to fi 1:4 the COnAti- 
on ot the promile, and to come under the con - 
dinon pf the threauing are incompatible. It 
was therefore for i:13 People that he went 
through «li rhis ; Ga!l.2.20. Who loved me, and 
£4100 ht. ſelf for HE. 2 Cor. F-21- IW| 0 WAS made 
ſo for us, 2ho knew no ſm. And in this regard 
he iz call-d our Sorety, Heb.7.22. 
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That this Righteouſneſs of Chriſ# 3 ſufficient 
to ſatisfy the Law for them in all reſpects. It was 
notonly enough tohave done for himſelt,had he 
needed 
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\ by the Goſy:l, 
needed it, but there is vercue and value enough | 
in 1t to procure tor us all that is requiſite to our! 
entire Juitilicatiun ; even for as many as he ſhall] 
ſce m0 to apply it unto, the efficacy of 1t 15]! 
valtly extuniive ; nor 15 1t exhauſted by all that 
is laid ouc upon all the Ele. As to the Condi-} 
t:5% upon which the good and happinets which} 
was extubited 1n the Promite of that Covenant, | 
he hath iulnlled ic pertectly,as bath been already! 
evidenced ; he hath done chat which had lite) 
engaged to man upon his dcing of it : and as| 
to the other Cenditim on which death was || 
threatned, he hath futlered for fin, as our ſurety, | 
till he was diſcharged. Fuftice it felt which had | 
him 1n durance, and under the ,{cnrence, hath | 
ſer him at liberty, and his Reſurre& im was a glo- | 
rious teftimony oft 1, in that jt was atter he had || 
itocd to anfwer tor us, and boin the penalty || 
which was due to us, according to, Rem 4. 25. | 
Who was delivered for our Offenſes, ond raiſcd agam | 
for cur Fuſtification. Now the tufticiency of this || 
to rclpond ior us appears in the value of it, and |! 
that 15 In{zzte ; 1t bring the Obedience of an In- ! 
finite Perſon, though in a finite nature, it is || 
theretore call. d the Bled of God, Acts 20.28. And 
thar is alerted of his thus offering up of himiclf, 
Heb.10.14. By one Offering ve hath perfected for e- 
ver them that are Sarttified. And indeed, there | 
was no other way in which the Law could poſ- | 
ſibly be ſo magnified as in this. The Fuſtice of || 

Hs 0 God | 
- p18 
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22 Che Law Cliabliff cd. 
| God neyer fat in fuch ſtate and Majeſty, as 
' When it Arraigned, Condemned and did Exe- 
| Cution upon the Lord of lite and glory {tanding 
in our ſtead, and taking on bim to anſwer the 
Law for us. God heicin ſhewed what a preci- 
» Ous Value he put upon Fis own Law ; in that 
| he ſmore his tcllow, ſpared not 1415 own onely 
begotten Son, when he ſtood Obnixious to it 
by becoming our furety. All che ſuiferings of 
| all the damned do nor put iuch a luftre upon it 
as th15 doth : needs tnen mult ir have enough in 
| tt altogether to jujtity as many as Come to par- 
take of an 1atcrelt in 1r. 


4. That Faith entituleth us to this Righteouſneſs. 

| 'The New-Covenaat tenure, on which all that 
Chriſt d1d, and iujttered becomes cnis, 15 by be- 
lieving on the Son of God. '} 1.1 indeed 1s 10 
Article in the fi: ft Covenant,nor nceds ic to our 
being benetiied by it ; Chit as iurery for us, 
reſponded that in our name, and {o it 15 in his 
hands for us ; but there muit be a way at Con- 
veyance vy which we may be actually benenited 
by it ; and thus 15 it. Jeſus Chriit is the next 
and immeaiate Objee of that Faith which 1s in 

| the Goſpcl required tor our juttihcation ; and 
one great devign of h1s oliering himiclt in our 
{tead, was that he might have this benefit to 
convey to us, on which account he is ſaid to be 
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eur Juſtification, 1 Cer.1.30. And that he may be 
{0 
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ſo unto us, his Righteouſneſs is exhibited for us | 


to embrace that {o we may have it made ours ; 
for, without a rigateouineſs there can be no 
Juſtification ; tor that mult be that upon which 
ſuch a ſentence proceeds ; now we have none 
of our own that will do, our belt is ragged,and 
polluted ; ic will not bear a Law tryal ; where- 

as that ot Chiiit 1s pertect, and the Law hath 
no exceptions to make againit it : but it wall 
not ſtand ro Juitty any but thoſe whoſe it 15. 
WH 1 not its meer ſufficiency, but rhe Avyplican- 
on oft it, that will benefit the perſon. Now the 
Goſpel invires us to accept of Chriſt on the 
terms propoted in it, and tells us that fo his 
Righteouinets ſhall be ours ; anc this 15 done by 
, PÞelicving on him ; and for this Reaſon, we are 
y told, Roz A. 5. That to hiz that w3rket 9, not ) but 
) believs cn him that Tuſtifeeth the rngodly, 1s tauh 
is accounted for Rig hte. jneſs, Nor that faith it 
{elf doch anſwer the Law, for there 1s no ſuch 
- Fclaule in the whol: Law thar engagerh the lite of 
_ [bat Covenant to beli:ving ; bur becauſe in and 
by believing we accept of Chriits Righteouſneſs 
on Gods offer, and thus it becomes ours by im- 
utation, and 13 every wit as pl:adable by us 
t Gods Bar, tor our Juſtification as it it had 
been-our own perſonal, pertormed by us,it bcing 
that of our ſarery tor us, and done in our name ; 
6 and e115 15 caltzd the R:v htecuſneſs of God by 'gith, 
Pil.3.9. It is of God both becauls it is of his 
providing, 
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roviding, and becauſe he who. wrought it out 


P 
{154 Lavine Perfort : and it 15 faid to be by Faith, 
'b 


ecauſe fo it comes to be apptied to us. So chat 
though God Juitthics us freely by his Grace, 1N as 
much as he reckons the Riahreouſnels of his Son 


'to us on our beheving, without any merit 1n 
our fatth : yet he doth it in tach away as the 
EL, wwv hath its comyleat vatisfaction, and the 
| Juſtice as well as the Mercy of God 1s made to 


ſhine toith in it Muſtrioully, becauſe he doth it 
with a regard to the Riglteouſneſ of Chriit 
Ic he pertormed in our ftead, according to 
th& trenour of the erernal compad ; we are 
ttieretore told, r 7h. 1.9. Ir we confeſs our ſms, 
be is fanhfull oh Juſt to tc rote us war ſms, Thus 
Juſtia-a'yn hy taich in Chriit, eſtablitherh- the 
Law contidercd as a Covenant mm reipect to ts 
DANCES. 


2 Toe Law was grven to man at firſt to be the 
Rule of 1s whole Life. TYhis allo reters to the 
Ccni:dration of S pecial Government , in the which 
God {ct betore man a way in which he ſhould 
ſerve to his end. If we conſider the Law by it 
felt, abſtracted from the Sanctions added to tt, 
by whi-h ic patt into a Covenant of works fo it 
was accommodated to the Bumane nature, be- 
ing cvery way fuitcd to bis trame and conftitu- 
tion : and God gave it to man to be an cvcr- 
kiting Rule to di-e& him in all things ; - and It 15 
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by the Goſpel. i5 
tans both, duty and wiſdom to conform to it 
accordingly, fob 28.28. To man v (417, the feay 
of God #5 wiſdom, and to depart from «ul us wnders 
ſtanding. Now thongh the Ap faſy,haviing ,obbed 
man ot Gods [mage, or thote creat.d Graces of 
danciifcation; by wiich he was fu niincd for 
contortnicy to this Law, hath rendred tins wind 
bk to perform by bin{elf the Obcdiznce reguy 
red, fo as to an{wer it as a Covenant, anG tG 
frand for bs Juſtification wn the ſight of God 5 
and on thts account God hath provi anothet 
for him, which can only be 6 by imputatrotig 
ett2 tits Salvation had been atbing delperare,atid 
never to have been hoped tor 5 yer this tails 
doth not make void the Law as a Kuk: co mer; 
«cording. to which they ought to order thetr 
who Converſation in th world ; nor doth i 
diicharge them from the dury of Obedience 
which they oweto it, but it requires ir. Go 
hach net repealed the Command, alkinough: hg 
hach provided to take off the Curte from wmetty 
tz the way betore pomted «{ and though the 
Goſpet encourageth men to believe tor Gods 
acceptance of that Obectence which ts fincers, 
notwichſtanding alk its adherent impertetions 5 
yet k enjoyns tum to practice contormity there- 
fo ; and thus allo tc eftabliſheth the Law. Fory 


t. The Goſpel, which is the Rule of our Faith: 
reiures our Oveaience to God, as we hoge for etir5: 
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life. T might here be. endlefs in \counting up 


N-w- Teſtament inſtances for. this: © See, Kom i 


8.13. If ye live after the fleſh ye ſhalf die. Heb. 12. 
14. Follow holineſs, without which no'man ſhall ſee 
God. 1 Joh.3.3. He that hath this hope ir him, pu- 
rifieth himſelf as he pure. Yea, this 15 the very 
teaching of the Goſpel, exprelled in, 7: 2.11,12, 
The grace cf, &c. 4. e. the. Goſpel of Grace, 
teaching us that denying rngudlineſs and worldly luſt, 
we ſhiuld live ſoberly, righteouſly and Godly in this 
preſent w:rld, The Goſpel no where encourag- 
eth men to negle& themſelves, to take no heed 
to their ways, bur live as they liſt, -and indulge 
themſelves in the {ins whereby their fleſbly luſts 
are gratthed, upon the account of their believ- 
ing in Chriſt tor his Righteouſnefs ro Juſtify 
them, bur ic every where dilclaims ir, as a thing 
contrary to the deſign of it, and tne Apoſtle 
looks upon the very mentioning of ſuch a thing 
with utmoſt deteſtation, Re.6 1,2. What ſhall 
we ſay then * ſhall e continue .n [m that grace may 
abound * Gud forbid. © : 

2. All the duties of the Moral Law are of the 
matter of the Obedience required by the G:ſpel. Tt 
is true, Repententance towards God, and Faith in 


| TFeſus Chriſt, conſidered as they are terms of the 
| New-Covenant, unto which the promile of ſpe- 
\ Cial mercy isannexed,are purely Evangelical ; and 
' how far they are: as Commanded by God, re- 
' tertibls ro the Moral Law, I now diſpute net $1 

ut 
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by the Goſpel. 27 | 
FD Bur chis is obſervable, that the whole Decalogue |! 
js reinforced in the New Teſtament, not meerly | 
to ſhew men their impotency, bur to direct ; 
them in their prefent duty ; and all the ſeve- | 
Tal Precepts. of it are there uxged upon believers, 
and they are Commanded to obey them, as they 
are the Subjects of the Goſpel diſpenſation. | 
This needs not to be particularly exemplified, | 
being obvious to all fuch as are Cater 1n | 
| the Scriptures, and particularly in the Hortatory - 
Þ part of the Ap:fokical Epiſtles, in the which we 
ſhall find a} che duties of the Law, both to- 
wards God and our Neighbour inculcated ; and 
we read, Fam.1.25. ' Whoſoever looketh into the per- 
fee Law of liberty, and continueth therein, ec. this | 
m an ſhall be bleſſed in his deed. 
3- That Teſus Chriſt, as our Redeemer, hath © 
bought us for this Obedience. True, the laſt end | 
ot Redemption 15 for the Exaltation of the glory of 
the riches of free Grace ; but this allo 1s a ſubordi- 
nate deſign which was atmed at by it. Chriſt | 
purchatcd his people, that he might have a Seed 
to ſerve him,when the world lay in wickedneſs. | 
Hence, not only our eternal Salvation, but allo 
our holy living 1s frequently made mention of 
as that which he had an eye at, when he came 
to lay down his life for us. See for this, Luke 
I. 74,75. That being delivered out of the hands of + 
our enemies, we might ſerve him without fear, in ho- 
'Þ lineſs and righggoujneſs, all the dayes of our life. Tit. - | 
yl D 2 2.14- 
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| 28 Tje Law Eſtadlifed 
| 2.94. Who pau: himſelf for us, that he' might velecop 
| ys from all miquity, and purify to hinſelf a nes 
People, veaſous of good works. 1 Pet.1. 18. Ne were 
 pedremed from your, vain Converſaticy, And upon 
| ghis account, holineſs is preſt vpon vs, from the 
| Conſideration of the price which was paid for 
” US, x Cor.6.2e. Ye aye bought with a price, there- 
| fore glorify God im your body, and in 1cur | pert. 
 ' 4. Feſus Chriſt z to this end made our Sanctifty 
' eation. Theſe two theretote are put together, 
3 Cor.1.30. Who xx of God made to us, our Riz bte- 
ouſne(s, our Sanciification : and they are ever more 
in{2pa-a'l2, wherever Chriſt i; one he Is alſo the 
et-2r : h» therefore not only came to fave us 
From Hell, but trom our Sins two ; kence he is 
{4id co tax them away, Fc. 1 29. Behold the 
| £::229 0! 1. h5 taketh awiy the ſins of the 
241d, And thi: js the reaſon rend ed why he 
| was called Icf'is, Matt. 1 21. Thu ſhalt call 
his name Tejus, for he ſhall ſave bis Pe: ple from 
the - ſms. He 1 not our Sanctificaiiun by way 
of 1npu'a 1n, as he our Righteouſneſs, but as 
he is the Aut'.o: of our Holiaefs jn us, and the 
Subject 1n whom all thoſe graces are Jaid up 
wich are requiite for our Sanctification, as 1n 
a Treaſury, trom whom they are to derive untg 
us, chat fo we may be Sanaiiied by them ; 16 
; that vertue proceed; from him to us for this end 
|| henc2 that, Fob.1.16. Of bis fulveſs we have all 
; received, and grace for grace, And what 1s this 
i' . Com- 


again to us, which we had foricjred 


| 
by the Oofpel, 29 | 
Communicated unto us for, but that/ we may | 
hereby be enai]-d again to perform true Obes | 
dicnce to the Law or Command ot God, which | 
we were betore al:ogether jacapable of coing ? 
And this is by reitoring oi the Image of God! 
and loft 
in the Apoſtaly. This .is call:d the new man, 
becauſe ir contains in it a whol. body oi grace z | 
and it k ſaid to be renewed afier Grd, Epb.a 24. | 
Now it God had not dijigned ro have Obcdt 
ence to his Law paid him by truſe who art | 
redeemed by Chrilt, this tad nvr been necel- | 
lary ; the reſtoiing of it then evid-<nily declares | 
what i: j5 that he expects of wus, Viz. that we | 
ſhould regulate our lives accorciug to th.i; piln- | 
cipl>. | 
5. The Spirit as our Sand ifier, together with | 


faith, puts all the Sandtifying graces ime us. That | 


in it ſelf one of the graces of Sant ificatim ; and | 
all ſaving graces are infuſed into us at once. | 
danctification 1s an entire work as to party, | 
though it be at firft impertect in reſpect of de- | 
grees ; 11 which regard it is called a new 34%, 
and a new creature ; and in irthe whco]c bs laid | 
to be renewed, 2 Cor. 5.17. If any may be ws | 
Chriſt Feſus, he is @ new Creature, old things are | 
pajt away, behold all things are becerme new. We 
are allo 1aid to be Sanetified throng hout, in Sou 

Body, aud Spirit, 1 Theſ.5.23, And what we all 
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taich by which we bclicve unto Fuſtrficatiem, i8 
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30 The Law Eſtavliſed 
| theſe graces for, but to empower us for the dif- 
| charge of the duties which, are required of us ; 
| It is becauſe without them we cannot ſerve God 
|; according to the Command. It was by the loſs 
\'of them art firſt that man loſt his ſtrength, and 
"became unable to ferve God : this ſtrength is 
again reſtored to us, when theſe graces 'are res» 
| Covered in us: and of what uſe or ſervice 
| would they be to us, but that we may thereby 
' be helped to ſerve God in newneks of lite ? the 
| being of them in us, needs then muſt infer this, 
to be our duty. 
| 


6. Faith ws to carry us to Chriſt for grace and 

' ſtrength to help us in our work. 1h15 1s certainly 
| ONE dDervice « 44 which it 15 to be imployed, 
\. as well as to rely upon him tor Rightevuſnels : 
| in Which regard, we are directed to him for 
ſtrength allo,1ſsi.45. 24. In.the Loyd bave I Righ- 
reouſneſs, and ſtrength. "There 15 a new lite which. 
we are to live,and this 15 ro be'done by the Ex- 

\ erciſe of Faich, Gal.2.20. I live by the faith. of the 
Sen of God. And we are told, Hev. 10. 38. The : 
Fuſt ſhall live by. faith, which points, not only to 
| the lite of dependence, but allo to that of Obe-: 
dience. And the Apoſtle dares not ro preſume 

- upon himſelf, bur upon the ſtrength of Chriſt, : 
| Phil.4:13.1 can do all things through Chriſt ſtrength-*: 
| ening of me. And the reaſon why our faith is 
* thus to depend on him for his Afliſtance in" 
| helpingof us ſo.co doe,is becauſe there. is a' low in | 
|W OP AO WAI 
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which it is.2o exert-ir felt, Gal. ' 5.6. Faith which || 
works by love. Tt is not an idle but a working 
faith which is in the Children of God;now that. 
it may thus work, it is- not ſufficient init .ſelt; | 
for. though ir be an "active principle, .and.diſpot | 
ed to ſuch a manner of operation, yet it is de*# 
pendent, not only for the maintaining of it in | 
being, bur alſo that ic may exert it felt, Fob. 1 5. | 
5. Without me ye can do nithing ; and for this 1t 13 | 
to be always going forth to Chriſt for the fetchs+ | 
ing in of freſh ſupplies. And whar i this love . 
about which faith is fo to be converſant, but the ] 
fulfilling of the Law? Rom. 13:10. It therefore. | | 
faich, rhat the Law is its Rule. (44/1 
7. Hence, the Spirit, together with faith, puts an | 
boly fear into us ;, and offers motives to excite #. | 
Faith is frequently in the Scriptures of the Old 
Teſtament expreiled by the fear of God : and 
the reaſon is, becauſe of the inſeparable conco- 
mitancy of this fear, it being a genuine fruit of 
faich ; and the very things which it credits do 
ſerve to excite and,maiarain this fear in us ; and | 
we are told that it is a new Covenant bleſling, 
for God to pur his fear-4nto the hearts of his 
People, Fer.32.40. I will make an everlaſting Co- 
venant, &c. 1 will put my fear in their 'hearts, that. | 
they ſhall net depart from me : here.then we have 
the end or defign of his putting it into them, 
Viz. to keep th:m from diſobedience; and what 
need of that,cxcept this Qbedignce were rope 
F Se; 
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| Into the tranſgrethon of his Commands. Here 


: all Ijrael may bere and fear, and avord domg the 


| tem in aw, that ſo the corrupt part in therw 


ma'/ not prevail, or take advantage by. their car- 


p.l tecuitty, to draw them into ſach chings as 
would be diſpkaſing to Gol: and to promove 
hits God gives dolern Goſpel warnings to his 


Ctalicen, of the danger they will certainly ex- 
polo themielves to, in caſe by their ſelf neglet 
they thould be drawn away. from their , - P 


are allo the ſharp reoukes of Providence which 
fomerimes Gods own Ciiildren do meet with 
tn thts regard ; and they are exemplary, that 


ke. 

8. And the G:ſpel' direfts us to renewed abts of 
Repent ance and Faith upow our ſhort eommgs. The 
CFitdren of Gud, bcing renewed but m part; 
can do no duty entirely perte&&,accorcing to the 
tnour of the tir{t Covenant 5 and having the 
remainders of fin in them, which 6 4 Law i# 
their members, and a body of death, often takes ad- 
vantage to make Captives of them, and draw 
them co ads of dilobedience : now all the des 
feas inthe Obedience of the Children ef God 
are kidden under the Robe of Chrilts Righte- 
euſnefs ; and there % a pardotry out upon his ac- 
count,to be apj-lied to thern lor all their tollies: 
bur yct,as fair tells us that there is an Advocate 
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with tbe Father for us if we ſn, 10 is tel us- char} # 


wg 


we ought not to /-r, 1 Foh.2.t. And beſides, we 
are acquainted; that. all the fins of believers. thetn- 
felves, which have boldnefs or prefumption at- 
tending upon them, do make a breach bes 
tween God and them, though not . to their re- , 
jeion, yet to their feeling of, his holy difptea-'} 
 fure,by fome manifeſt diſcoveries of it : and the | 
way to have this breach made up again is thus | 
preſcribed. And we are told; 2 Cor. 7.10. That ' 
Godly ſorrow worketh repent ance unto Salvation tf 
to be repented of. Yea the very daily unavoidable | 
imperte&tions of Gods Children,call for the con- | 
tinued exerciſe of Repentance and 'Faith : It | 
which Repentance we acknowl:dge our ſms,and. 
6ur jult defervings by them, and do with grief | 
and hatred renounce them ; and in which Faith; 
we go to Chrilt for the pardon of theſe; the | 
coyering of them under þB Robe, and the few | 
witneſhng in us. to our Juſtification,and for more | 


ſtrength to be given us to withſtand the Sg, | 
geſtions of Satan' and Solicitations of the carnatk | 
part in us. All of theſe things moſt phatnly 4iF | 
{| cover what a value the Doctrine, of faith int | 
Chriſt purs' upon the Law of God as 4 Rate. 


; 
3 The Law #, fone the fall of man, male uft, | 
o of y God to be an belp to bring men to Chriſt, and | 
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faith in him. The Apoſtle faith; Gal. 3. 24, 24: 


el Put up unto the faith ; where the Law was our 


— 


#| Before faith cane, we were kept under the Laws | 
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34 The Law L£ſtabliſhed 
School maſter, ta bring us to Chriſt, that we might 
be juſtified by faith. God improves the Law to 
drive {inners to a Saviour ; to make a Chriſt 
welcome, and re: dily accepted by then : and 
this 15 done-if1 the work of Conviction, which 
the Spi.it of God produceth 11 men,in order to 
their acceptirig of Chiift, and thus alto Faith doth 


net maks ord the Law, out eftabliſh ut, 


Obſerve then, 

I. The Spirit o! Grd by the Law convinceth 
men of fin. Ard indecd there 15 no other way 
to convuice them of it : ior fin Mm its very na- 
ture bears a relation ro the Law, and 1s accor- 
dingly delcribed from this reltacton, 1 Feb. 3. 4. 
Sin u the Trauſoreſſion of the Law. There 1s there- 
fore no other light but that which can make 
fuch a cil:overy in the Confcicnces of men, 
hence, that In, Rem.7.7. T bad n9t known {in but 
by the Law. So that it we fhould make void the 
Law, we thereby whclly take away all the 
diftindion between fin and holineſs, tor that 1s 
a certain truth, Rey.4.15. Where there xs no Law, 
there rs 9 tranſgreſjic y, It muſt bc by alaw that 
a. difierence is made between right and wrong, 
The.way theretore by which the Spiiit of God 
brings men to know themi.lves to be ſinners, 
is by ſhewing them the Law, making them to 
ſee and know that they are under the Com*+ 
mand of it, owing Obedience to it ; and making 
them to ſee the tace- of their Souls and of DEG 
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lives in it, as in a glaG; and when they are made 
to compare the one with the other, they here- 
by come to ſee their own fintull condicon, 
which, for the want of fuch an Application,they 
were betore ſtrangers tO. 

2. By the Law he cowvinceth ther of their great 
miſery by ſy. Ihe SpL1: or God, when he comes 
t apply ml powerfully to the Souls.of men, 
i5 WON! not 755 to make them 1ece and contels 
eek lves to be ſinners, 2. e.- tranſgereifors of 

tie Precept co which ' they owed Obc<datence ; 
but to be rend:ed - Gailty by their tin ; wh: ih 
that ho may du;he thews them the mitery winch 
fin hach expoſed them to,and brought them un- 
der the doon of, hence thar, Jer.2.19. Know & 
ſee that it is an evil thing and bitter, that theu haſt 
forſaken the Lord thy Ged : not only tnat they 
have ſo done, but that ic hach made rhem mite- 
rable. And "ey he doth Dy cilcovering to them 
the Law in ics SanuGons. tHe ſts betore them 
the cyrfe that there 1; itt, the death that it 
mzritecth againit all che bieakers of ic { ind 
makes them fechagly to- Coptets that all ths be- 
longs to them, b2cauſe they are guitly of the fin 
wainſt which it 1s denounced, and are under 
the Law as a Covenant in their naturgl wes 
In as much asthey are not under grace,by whicl 
only they can be treed from the Dominion of 
the Law. Thus Guilt comes to be teftared upon 
their Conkciences, according to,Rem.z.lg. Hhat- 
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vewer things the Law ſaith, it ſauh to them thas 
Il! "are under the Law; that every mouth may be ſfropt, 
Il! and all the 2yorld hecome puilty before God. 
If of 3. By the Law be convinceth them (4 tbe neceſ- 
I ſity 07 their periſhing, unleſs this Suu be removed 
LU from them. And this js conſequent upon the 
i two former : for, having made him to fee his 
ſ ſn, and the Curſe of God which 1s out againſt 
him for it ; he now ſhews him the righteous 
| ſeyerity of the Law, and thereby how ſtrongly 
Ti holds him bound over unt9 death, unleſs 'the 
| Jour have its full Satisfaction ior. him. - Next to 
the Conviction of ſin, wrought by the Spirit of 
| God inthe man, is that of Righteouſneſs, Fob. 
4 36.8. He ſhall convince the world of ſim, of.righte- 
|| ouſneſs. And there 1s a double Righteouſneſs here 
| deligned, one 1; the righteouſneſs of his Condem 
" pation, the other is the righteouſneſs neceilary 
| for his deliverance. He cauſech him to ſee that 
| 


| 


the ſentence declared in the Law is juſt, and no 
more than his ſin deſerves, that God 1s righte- 
ous in denouncing of jt, Rom. 7.12. The Law # 
holy and juſt, and that the Juſtice of God ſtands 
engaged to fee to the Execution of this ſentence, 
according to the tenour of it, except there be 
I! Jach a Righteouſneſs jinterpoled as may fully 
I anſwerirt,and be every way as large as the Law 
ſ demands ; for though the Law had not this ex- 
 ception cxpreſly interted in it, yer the whole 
© tcnour of the Goſpel declares that it did not ex: 
{| clude it, tor 1o it had put a bar to the pollioilicy 
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of fallen mans Salvation, which it did not, but 


was a medium to the Exaltation of Gods rich 


Grace in-it He ſhews man the poſitiveneþ of 
the threatning, Gen.2. 17. In the day thou eateſt 
thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely dy. Ezek.18.4. Thu ſoul that 
ſumeth, it ſhall die. * 

4. By the Law he ſhews them their utter inſuffics- 
ency to-cffer 10 the Fuſtice of God, ſuch a Rig breowſ- 
neſs of their own, as ſhall anſwer .#ts demands. 1 he 
Apoltle tells us, Komn.7 9. When the Commandment 
came, ſm revived, and I died. 3. e. 1 igund my felf 
to be but a dead man ; that all my ighteouſack 
would not fave me trom the death therein 
threarned. The Law diſcovers the nature of 
the Righteouſneſs required in it to be Spiritual, 
and che man himſc]f ro be carral,and fo no ways 
able to comport with it, Rom.7.13. The Law 
Spiritual, but I am carnal, (cd under ſm. And 
thus he 1s convinced that he can do nothing 
f>icicually, {0 as the Law requires ; yea that 1 mk 
every thing he comes ſhort of legal per tection 3 F 
Verſe 15. and ſo he concludes that (it js bur 2. 
Vain atremptafor him to go about to ſcek the: 
reparation of Hs condition by. any ftrengrh of 


his own ; and that jf he have nor a berter righ-: 


teouſneſs than thiz to ſtand for him, he is of| 
necetlity undone tor ever. 


F- By this means he makes a Saviour welcome. 
It is true, that all this will not- of jc {elf recover 
the heart, which is tull ol enmity, t@ the Goſpel 
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way of Salvation by Chriſt ; there muſt thexe- 
ſ fore be fomerliing clſe done; but the Spirit of 
4 God treats with men in a way accommodated 
| to their nature, and to that end he ſets. home 
1 theſe Convictions for tiiis purpoſe : hear how 
{the Apoltle exprefteth it, x Tim-1.15. This s a 
If arbfull ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
| "Feſus Chrs/# came to [ave ſmners, of whom I am 
| Chief. "This right ſenſe of Sin, drave him to 
{admire and embrace the Doctrine of Salvation 
1by Chriſt. Now, 

1 TI. As if there were no [im,there would be no need 
of a Sawiour, ſo withcut the ſinht of it, this neceſſity 
carne be apprebended. What faich Chriſt him- 
Aelt? Matr.g 12. The whole have no need of a Phy- 
Becian, but they that are ſjick. Hence, whil:s men 
tec] nor their ſin,they enquire nor after a Chriſt, 
mor. the glad tidings of the Goſpel ac all wel- 
[Come to them : whereupon all the urgent plead- 
[fngs with them to be reconciled ts God which are 
#uJ2d, are dilregarded, and they can ſay unto 
Arilt depart from us, and tell him tney have 1.9 
[Occation tor him. fi 

s 2. If there be no danger by ſim, there would be ng 
[pant to be ſaved from it. Ii men were not un- 
[der wrath and a Curſe for ſin, they could fee no 
[tk ecc{liry of ſeeking a dclverance trom it : and. 
[Yacnce 1o long as men live in a tca:l-tinefs of this, 
thinking that all is well,and erat chere 15 no con- 
}FOVeriy between God and tem, ney do (ook | 
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ſeek to fly from the wrath to come. Secure ſin- 
ners, who think God to be one like themſelves, 
and to approve of their ways,can have no regard 
to a Chrift,whoſe buſineſs 1s to bring Salvation to 
them : whereas they know no need of Salvation, 
who were never touched with the fear of 
Damnat i6n. 

3. If there were help any where elſe, Chrif would 
not be regarded. Proud men will never repair 
to Chriſt, till they know that relief is to be had 
no where cl{c, and are made to ſay as, Fer.3.23. 
Truly im vain is Salvation hoped for from the hills ; 
truly in the Lord cur God x the Salvation of Iſrael. 
Every natural man would fain be his own Savt- 
our. ; and hence, S/1ght Convictions do but drive men 
to legal Reformations, & to reſt there : none but 
they that feel themiclves periſhing will cry oue 
to him. No in all this the Law zs acknowledged, 


Faſtified, magnified ; and by this way it reacheth 
the glorious end for which it was deſigned in the 


Everlalting *purpoſe of God, referring to his 


choſen in Chriſt. Labour. we then to get this 


112ht apprehenſion of the Goſpel, and the Faith 


therem diſcovered unto us ; and let us caretully. 


practice according to it, endeavouring always to 


pay this reſpect to the Law of God : So ſhall 


we not be juſtly charged either with NEO- 
NOMIANISM or ANTINOMIANISM. 
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